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Since he/she was a few years old, Kit has demonstrated an interest in robots. He/She loved building
robots with blocks, and be the director of the war scene figuring his/her robots; these robots was
popular themes she used in Art lessons. When there is an opportunity, Kit would spend hours in
studying the design of robots.
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Kit performed fairly in primary school. He/She dldn‘r like stories or novels as children
in his/her age, but showed endurance in reading science-related writings. Imagine
Science broke the myth of the ultraman world and thus he/she adored the Japanese
writer very much. Kit's dream was then a writer. Kit's mother, who was a secondary
school English teacher, was pleased to learn that, though it would be great if Kit might
consider her dream job an accountant.
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Kit's school won a merit prize in the inter-school robotics design competition last year,
and Kit was a member of the team. Due to his/her outstanding language competence,
he/she was appointed the presenter to explain their work in front of a team of
adjudicators. His/her performance won applauds of the teammates. Through that
experience, Kit learnt that faculty of engineering might be a place he/she could
actualize her potentials in the university...
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Now Kit has to make subject election befor'e promotion to senior secondary education.
Kit's school recommends students to take 2Xs, with a good blend of science and arts
related subjects; Applied Learning courses will be offered in S.5-6. Kit's mother hopes
that he/she would take BAFS (Business, Accounting and Financial Studies), but
according to the school time-tabling, BAFS and Physics are in the same block - that
means Kit can only choose one of them; another block contains Economics, Chemistry
and Geography. Kit's best friend, Wai, has decided to take Physics and Chemistry.
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* What are the Iearning aptitude, interests and personal aspirations of Kit?
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» Considering subject selection for senior secondary education, what influential facts may
affect Kit’s choice? How does each of these factor affect his/her choice?

° [I ﬁLf[\ ) lj ﬁ{ﬁfgpﬂ‘r{‘ﬁ‘%hg[ (?
» If you were Wai, what adV|ce would you give to Kit?
G B s R E

* Do you think Kit i |s a male or female student? Why?
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Example 2: The Choice of Choi Ying_;

Choi Ying has found herself learning comparatively slower than others since she was in primary
school. She is especially weak in languages, word recognition and dictation. Whenever she has
dictation, she has to spend a lot of time on revising the passage. Her mom tried hard to help
her go through every dictation passage and test in languages throughout her primary
education. As for the help of Choi Ying's mom and the less complicated curriculum in both
English and Chinese, Choi Ying managed to get a marginal pass every time in dictations and
tests. However, she has the talent of arithmetic and numbers. She likes thinking and doing
mathematics exercises. She finds solving difficult mathematics problems is interesting and
challenging.  Other than dictation and writing composition, she has no problems in
comprehending general mathematics questions.

Though Choi Ying was good at Mathematics, she was not that lucky o be allocated to a good
secondary school for the poor results of the other two core subjects, English and Chinese.
She was given a place in a “low banding” school to study Form one. However, Choi Ying was
arranged to study in an elite class from Form 1 to Form 3 for her excellent results in
mathematics after the screening test. The arrangement wasn't that good for Choi Ying as the
class she studied was the best in the level. Teachers' requirements and expectation were high
and the students were given more and more difficult tasks to do in all subjects especially in
languages and mathematics. From then on, never did Choi Ying get higher than 10 marks in
English dictation nor a pass mark in Chinese dictation. Other than mathematics, Choi Ying lost
interest in studying. What she could only do was fo try her very best in all tests and exams
and her results could be expected always below average.

Choi Ying is quiet, introvert and kind-hearted. She likes to express her feelings through
listening to music and drawing. She hasn't thought of her future careers nor her studies as
she always feels inferior and failure in her study. After a school visit in a Vocational Training
Centre (VTC), she understands that she can have choices to study a handicraft course other
than Form 4 in New Senior Secondary (NSS). She finds that the courses in VTC are practical
and interesting. She is considering enrolling a course instead of studying Form 4. However,
Choi Ying's mom has different opinion. She thinks that under the government policy nowadays,
both two courses, Form 4 in NSS and the handicraft course in VTC are free, why shouldn't
Choi Ying try to study Form 4 in NSS first. If she can't manage, she can switch to the
courses in VTC. To Choi Ying, she feels upset and having no choices. She also thinks that her
mom doesn't understand her feelings and abilities.

Choi Ying now is having her worries on choosing subjects to study in Form 4. As mentioned
above, other than Mathematics, Choi Ying has no special preference on all subjects. She just
wants to study some courses related o Mathematics, such as Accountants and Surveying in
Institute of Vocational Education (VTC) after Form 6. It is quite difficult for her to choose
her electives. Her school encourages students to strike for a balance in choosing subjects
with the perspective of widen their scope of learning. The subjects her school offering are as
follows:
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Form 4 to Form 6 Curriculum
Core Chinese, English, Mathematics, Liberal Studies
Subjects
1% Physics  Biology Economics  [Geography |Information and History
Elective Communication
Technology

" Chemistry (Combined Tourism and |[Visual Art Business, Finance and Chinese
Elective Science Hospitality /Accounting studies History

(Chemistry & [Studies

Biology)

Questions for discussion:

- What potentials does Choi Ying have?

- Can you tell the ability, interest and personal aspiration of Choi Ying?

- What factors will affect the choices of Choi Ying in choosing what she wants to study in
NSS? Discuss also the importance of all these factors.

- If you were the teacher of Choi Ying, do you agree that Choi Yng chooses to study a
course in VTC? Why?
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